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other advantages, and had employed this interval
in close negotiation with Baptiste and Sudeek
Ulee Khan, not only while their armies were
threatening his territory, when the excuse of im-
minent danger might have been admissable, but
even after they had retired to a distance, and
there was no longer any fear of an attack being
meditated by the Mahrattas. Moreover, not-
withstanding that it was an express stipulation
of the Governor-general, to which he had dis-
tinctly declared his acquiescence, that he should
not negotiate except in concert with the British
government, he gave no intimation of any in-
tention so to act, and carefully concealed the
nature of his communications; even denying the
having sent an agent to the quarters of Baptiste
after his retrograde movement, though the fact
had been public, and was universally known.

After such duplicity, it was not to be expected
that negotiations, if opened at Banda, would be
prosecuted with any cordiality on the part of the
Nuwab.    The Governor-general accordingly de-
termined, in order both to mark his sense of the
conduct pursued by the Nuwab, and to prevent
his farther trifling with the British government*
to order his vakeel to be dismissed without an
audience, as soon as he should appear at Banda.
These orders were executed, and the negotiation
thus broken off in April.   Wuzeer Mohummed